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Elizabeth Landy
16637 SE 10th Street
Bellevue, WA 98008
March 7, 2010
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Recipient Name] - politician
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Title] – senate/congress/governor
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Company Name]
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Street Address]
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [City, ST  ZIP Code]
Dear MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Recipient Name]:

I am writing to ask you to support our President’s Healthcare Insurance Reform Bill. This bill will soon come to a vote. 

The purpose of this bill is to start changing the trend insurance companies’ have gotten into of raising premium costs, denying coverage to people who want insurance, and denying coverage of care to those who do have insurance.

You may never have been inflicted with a long term, or even life-threatening diagnosis. You may never have had to pay for your own insurance. This bill is not directed to you, but to people like me, one of the majority of America, and the People you represent.  I was diagnosed with breast cancer when I was 40.  I wonder and worry every time I need to visit a doctor, or go in for a test, if this is when my insurance will stop covering some or all. 
Last week that fear was realized.  It was in response to my yearly MRI. My insurance carrier decided they would no longer cover a portion of the test.  A portion where if not included the test cannot be performed.  There was no notice from them prior to my test. Neither a “we’re not going to cover you” nor a “we suggest the alternative…”  The MRI had been scheduled in November 2009 for January 2010.  This is not my first MRI for detecting breast cancer, and I did have a prescription to have the MRI.  Without this test I am at a much higher risk of being diagnosed with a later stage breast cancer in my other breast. After speaking with a representative from the insurance company informed me that in January they had revised their policy to fall in line with Blue Cross/Blue Shield, and even though they finished their revision after my MRI, they were making it retro and were going to ask the hospital for the money they had already paid back, redirecting all costs to me.
As a musician I pay for my own insurance. The last 3 years my insurance premiums have increased anywhere from $50 to $100.  I have also noticed that while there may be an 80/20 payment split my portion has also risen, and don’t forget the deductible that needs to be met. I cannot afford to change plans, even within the various plans my insurance company offers because I was diagnosed with cancer. I will have that over my head for the rest of my life. 
This is an important bill. It will benefit everyone in the long run. It may not be a perfect bill, but everyone agrees something must be done and passing this bill is the first step.  
 Thank you for your time, and doing what’s right, which is to support this bill.

Sincerely,
E.R. Landy
Breast Cancer Survivor, diagnosed age 40

Cc: Senator Murray, Representatives J. Inslee, R. Larsen, B. Baird, D. Hastings, C. Rodgers, N. Dicks, J. McDermott, D. Reichert, A. Smith, Governor Gregoire
